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from-our Head: Wo unto 
K For this aνν Hart 


globe —— — * a- 
bunduntly tear us fm what = 
Heighth of Dignity, to what a Depch of Mi». © | 
Sin may bring a Nation, even a Nation, 
A letz upon t the account of the pure and 

y Religion ttt is profeſ d in itz tems to 
higheſt: in the Intereſt and:Favour of God. 
Ala in this Book the Prophet direct us 
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1 Sermon > Praha upon the 


what Courſe is to be taken in Times of Trou- 
ble and Affliction, if we deſire to find Mer- 
cy and Deliverance the Sum of all is 

comprehefided in the T ext, Ie Crown i is f, al ( 
len from our Head; wo. rhat #e have | 
Jenned : For this our Heart is 8 fer theſe 
things our Eyes are dim. 


Hhisurhng t upon thas Work, $4 kn 
endeavour to ſhew, | | 
I. That the lo of a — King i a "Ay | 
0 * Loſs, a great n. 
cu 0 eople. | LENS 
Sin That a finful Nation may thank chem 
ſelves and their dw wicked Doings, 
not only for ſo great a Loſs as the 
Death of à good King, but alſo for 
all other Troubles and Calamities 
> that they either feel or fear 
III. That the beſt Courſe that à People, 
t 5 ready to periſi upon the account of 
E- their Wickednefs, can take, is, to la-. 
1285 ent for their Sins and en to rer 
eu 7; 911 2:89 its I Th 
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I. That the loſs of a good King is a very 
great Loſs, a great Diſadvantage to a Peo- 
ple; this is a Truth fo ſelf-evident, that 
there is no need of great Meditation, of 
| much ſearching into Hiſtory, nor any extra- 
ordinary Depth of Thought to comprehend 
11 | it, every one being ready to believe, that 
good and bad Princes are amongſt the chief 
Inſtances in which the Love or Anger of 
Heaven is diſcover'd to a Nation. And that 
this was the Opinion of the Prophet Jere- 
miab; is evident from the Words of the Text, 
in which he laments the Death of good Jo- 
ſiab, and calling the loſs of that King, the fal- 
ling of the Crown, the Honour and Splen- 
| dour and Dignity of the People, as we have 
_ zuſt reaſon to believe, by comparing of this 
Place with 2 Chron. 35. 25. where we are 
told, that the Prophet Jeremiah lamented 
for Joſah, and all the Singing-men and 
e Singing-women ſpoke of 70% in their 
Lamentations, to this Day, and made it 
an Ordinance in Iſrael, And behold they are 
written in the Lamentations. The Jews, you 
ee, tho the loſs of this good King was fo 
ien B = very 
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4 J Fermon Preacbei upon the 
very conſiderable, that in all their ſucceeding 
Lamentations for the Publick Calamities of 
the Nation, for the Ruine of Church and 
|| State, their City and Temple, theyireniem- | 
| ber'd and. lamented Joſiab s Death, looking 
| upon that, as their firſt and moſt fatal Blow, 
and às the Fore- runner of all their following 
Calamities, Troubles and Afflictions which 
| came tumbling upon them, one as it were 
| 
: 


q an the Heels ofthe other; which is a ſuffi- 
[| cient! Confirmation of this Truth, That the 
1 Death of a good King is a very great and 
unſpeakable Loſs to a People. Io this Imay. 
aqlſo add the Words of David's Army unto 
liim, when thy were going into the Field 
againſt Abſolom, 2 Sam. 18. 3, they ſaid to 
the King, Thou ſhalt not go forth with us; 
nor if half of us dye, will they matter that; 
but nom thou urt worth ten thouſand of us. 
And more then this, to ſhew how great 
a Bleffing a good King is, and how great 
a Loſs his Death is to a Nation, we find: | 
that the Prophet Jeremiah, Lam. 4. 20. 
calls the Anointed of the Lord, the Breath 
of the Peoples Noſtrels; intimating- 1 7 
V2 1 Ca that. 
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-. | Sorrow for the great Lofs we have ſuftain'd 
e-| 10 the Death of our late Soveraign Lord 
d: King William, of bleſſed and glorious Me- 
y.. mory, who, under God, was our Deliverer 
0: | from Popery and Slavery. A Prince that had 
d. | certainly in him the true Elevations of Great- 
0. | neſs, happily temper'd with Bowels of Com- 
3: | pafſion and good Nature, one that in a great 
3; | meaſure.anſwer'd that Character to which all 
33 Kings pretend, how few of them ſoever do 
» | ftady to deſerve it, of being God's Vice-gerents 
t: and Repreſentatives upon Earth, who take 
t | Pleaſure in delivering the Oppreſſed, and 
doing good to Menn: 
Our late Soveraign; of bleſſed Memory, 
1: | mightjuftly be call'd one that was a King for 
» | the Lord his God, in that he made it his 
t. 3 | 8 
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that a good King is as it were the very Life 
and Soul of a Nation; and that the Death 


able Loſs. 


of ſuch à Man is a very great and unſpeak-- 


And if this be true, as doubtleſs it is, | 


that the Death of a good King is ſuch an ex- 


traordinary Loſs to a People, then certainly 
the Inhabitants of England and Scotland and 
| | Ireland have reaſon to have a deep and a true 
f 
| 


Buſi- 


. 
„ « . — — 
m a — — — OY _ 
.. ͤN— . 
. 
. 


— 


* g Fa k 4 4 — 
: | * 4 * — v ny 
: * 12 — — a — — a _ N i 1 — l 
FT < * * F @ * — > * 1 : * ICS 4 . - 22 20 ww — - - 
N 
ö | 
8 , # s þ 5 . . — „ . 
F ** * P | r 4 ; 1— — „ ; 
a4 KL ht * 3. * 


ſturbances for the future. 


h; the Bounty c 
to manage aur Public 


1 Mg v N p . . 6 of 
* ww 7 7 5 * W 
WC þ 4 5 8 I. 
* 
: 


Bufineſs to.govern in God's ſtead, if we may 
judge a Man's Heart by his Actions; He made 
it the firſt and chiefeſt of his Care to raiſe the 
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And as he was thus eminent for Piety and 
Goodneſs, in having a true Concern for the 
Advancement of Religion, and Good of his 


People, ſo he was equally Famoys upon the 


account of his Prudence and Policy; he, 11 
not only a fincere Deſire, but he had alſo |: 
(through Heaven) and Ability 
Affairs for the belt |: 
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Dea hof King WIIIIAM III. IF 
in times of Peace, and he gave the World 
. |} undeniable Proofs that he was a Prince of 
ſingular Conduct and heroick Courage and 
Valour to lead out our Armies in à time of 
War. Every one knows that he was look'd 
upon, as to Martial Exploits, as the moſt 
conſiderable Prince in Europe, that he was 
| eſteem'd as the Life and Soul of the whole 
Alliance, and has all a long been the main 
| Inftrument; in the Hand of God, to check 
if | the exorbitant Power of France. And tho 
>. no Life could be of more importance than 
at | Great King William's was, yet upon all ho- 
. nourable and neceſſary Occafions, none was 
a. more freely expos d, and that not only in 
;. | the conſtant Fatigue of perpetual Journeys 
: Land Voyages in the worſt of Seaſons, with 

14 ſuch an uninterrupted Continuance of leng- 
he then'd Campaigns , which in themfelves 
his Were enough to have worn out and con- 
he ſum' d even the beſt and the firmeſt Stock of 
nd | Health and Strength, but alſo in all the 
{> Adventures of War in the greateſt 'Heat of 
it Action in the moſt deſperate Poſts amongſt | 
54 gallant Men he conſtantly made one. He 
+1 had a Courage every way * ns | 
2 and 
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A King 
Churen and State, 
frequently been the Purchaſe of our Safty. 


ee 


fpeakable Loſs: For this Nation did never 
pear with ſo much Glory, nor made ſo great 


2 he 
in che late Reign of this Great and Good 
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| Stroke upon 2 
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is coming againſt us in his wrathful Indig- 
nations for the Sin and Wickedneſs that a- 
/ Boundsin the Land; And that he will deli · 


ver us up 
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one that defir'd and aim'd at Peace and Uni- 
en amongſt the Diſciples: of the bleſſed ſeſus; 
that has been @ true Father to our 
whoſe Dangers have 


May we not truly ſay, at the Loſs of ſuch a 
King, chat the Crown is fallen from our 
Head ; that the Glory of ou Landi 18 greatly 
eclips 42 Ves, doubtleſs, for it is an un- 


in any Age, fince firſt we were a People, ap- 


a Figure, not only 1 in our owl Neighbour- 


but over all the World, as we did 


King, which God has depriv'd us ef, 

We have Serre 1 to. fear, that this fore 
doms ie the ſad Prog- 
de; That the Lord 


into the Hands of our Enemies, aid 
fuffer tho that hate us to have the Domi 
nom over us, ſeeing he has taken che Crown. 
a ous Hetd, the Breath of. our Noſtrils, the 


b Anoint- 


4 Nat immediate A NN in the behalf of 


upon the Skirts, of Canaan, he. firſt ſnatch'd 
away Aaron, and ſhortly after depriy'd, em 
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3 of the + ery our = King = = ; 
ral, from us; and that too in a time when we 


are to deal with ſuch a proud, ſuch a Potent, 


and ſuch a ſubtle, INF 115 Adverſary, ag 
the French King is. I ſay, it looks as if the 
Almighty was angry at us, as if the Death 
of the King was a: Fore-runner, of. the-Na- 
tions Ruine. Tho', indeed, this is not al- 


ways the Deſign of Heaven i in the removal 
of Nane Inſtruments of Deliverance and Pre- 
ſery ation from a People, but on the contra- 


Y Tuch Diſpenſations of Previdence are 
ſometimes the ha 4519. Predictions of God's 


4 Nation; and of making his Power and 
Slory the more eminently vifible in the de- 
ſtruction of his Enemies, that ſo Men may 

not look ſo much at the Means and the Ini 
ftruments as to forget God, who is the only 
giver of Victory and Succeſs. Thus we 
Know that he dealt with the Children of 
Iſrael; for when he had brought them juſt 


of the miracle;. waking Moſes, the Men up- 
on: whoſe only, Conduct and ae 95 
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depended for Conquering the Country tir 


to which they were marching, _ That 

they might be convinc'd, that it was Go 

and not Moſes and Aaron, that made their 
Army ſucceſsful; and that they might learn 
to depend upon the Providence and Power 
of God more than their own Strength and 
Policy; which they would not ſo eaſily have 
done, if thoſe mighty Men who brought 
them out of the Land of Egypt, had liv'd ill 


they had been quietly ſettled in the Land of 
Canaan. But they would have been very apt, 


as they did afterwards upon leſs occaſion, to 
ha ve ſacrificd to their own Nets, and to have 
burnt Incenſe to their own Drags. They 
would certainly have ſaid, that the Conduct 
of Moſes, and their own 'Valour, had made 
the Conqueſt, and have forgotten that the 
| cot high Gol was the Lord of Hoſt, This 
| -offibly may be the Deſign of Heaven in the 
Death of our late Dread Soveraign Lord King 
William, of bleſſed Memory, who was a Prinee 
famous thro the World for his Sagacity, in 
unravelling of the ſecret Councels, and pe- 
netrating into the deep Defigns of a crafty 
and intrieguing Enemy; and for his Cou- 
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which the French Tyrant has had in effec{- 
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that our Succeſs, and the Deſtruction of our- | 
; TNOFF EY) 'ppear to 
God, this Potent Prince is 


And to. let the World haye, | 


en from us. An 


; Fry and therefore when he pleaſes to make 
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4 Denmark, is by the Providence of Heaven ad- 
f. | vancd fo the Imperial Crown of theſe King- 
4 doms, that ſo under the Reign and Govern- 
© ment of a Woman, the Pride and Haughti- 
„gels of. France may be humbl'd, to let © that. 
© 1 Tyrant know, that there is a God that jud- 
4 geth the Earth, who can uſe what "87 vo 


ments he pleaſe, for the Preſervation of his 
People, and the Puniſhment of his Foes. . 
I And indeed ſomething much like this God, 
n | hath done for England once already, when 
fort ty Years and upwards the Nation flou- 
* riſhid under Queen Elizabetb, in whoſe Reign 
re. the Spaniard invaded us, and their invincible 
Armado (as they fooliſhly call'd it) was to- 
to | tally. vanquiſh'd. to that Nations irreparable. 
is Loſs, and we of this Kingdom, thro' the 
AY Mercy i of God, were perfectly freed from any. 
ar. | farther fear from em. 
% | So poſlibly, tho' God hath taken from us 
n Ithe Maa, that mighty Prince by whom we 
in hop'd that the Affairs of Europe would have 
been brought to their true and proper Ba- 
+. lance, and that we ſhould have ſecur'd to 
four ſelves Peace and Tranquility at Home, 
E as. well as have had the Honour and 1 of 
— - 
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freeing the World from the Fears of RR 
over-power'd by a new and a cruel. Monar- 
chy, yet he ſtill defigns to humble France, 
and that too in a Way which will be abun- 
diantly more to the Praiſe of his own moſt 
holy Name, even by the Hands of a Woman, 
(whom for that purpoſe he has advanc'd to ] 
the Engliſh Throne) our new gracious Queen 
| Anne, | 
| This, I fay, may be the Deſign of God in 
| taking away King William from us, tho” in- 
'| . deed, if we look at our ſelves and conſider 
J the Wickedneſs of the Nation, we have but 
F | little reaſon to believe that the Lord intends 
us ſo great a Favour by it; but rather that 
| his Death is to us, as the Death of good Jo- 
|; ſiah was to the Jews, a fatal Omen ot a worſe 
Affliction coming; which if it be, we may 
e' en thank our ſelves, and our own Wicked- 
neſs and Prophaneneſs for it; becauſe, that 
notwithſtanding all the Means and Motives a 
that God and our late gracious King have 
made uſe of to reform us, refusd to amend | 
l our Ways and our Doings, and are ſtil] as 
bad, if not worſe than ever. 
This 
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___ Death of King WirIIII III. 1; 
„ ß 7", Þ vs > 4 g- 
"This brings me to the ſecond thing that 1 
"+ robs to treat of from the Text, namely 
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II. That a ſinful Nation may thank them - 
ſelyes and their awn wicked Doings, not 
only for ſo great a Loſs as the Death of a 
good King, but alſo for all other Calamities 
7 that they either feel or fear. For it is Sin 
in and Wickedneſs, and nothing elſe, that can 
1- | moveGod to afflict, puniſh or conſume a Peo- 
er ple. It was the crying Iniquities of the 
ut | Jewiſh Nation that caus'd God to cut off the 
ds Life of their good King Joh, and to ſend 
at upon them thoſe manifold Afflictions which 
o- | follow'd upon his Death: It is for Sin, ſaith 
{> the Prophet, that this is come upon us; Wy 
ay | unto us that we have finned ; for this our Heart 
d. s faint, for theſe things our Eyes are dim. And 
at this may truly be ſaid of all the National 
es | Aﬀictions, which any People in any Age of 
ve | the World have ever been chaſtiſed or pu- 
ad | mſh'd with, that Sin, ſinfal Sin was the cauſe 
as of it: For tho? tis true that the, Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence and the Ways and Deal- 
nis ings of God with fingle Perſons here in this 

wy E Life, 


ry, promiſcuous ; that the good | 
hings-.of this World do:equally. | 
happen both to good and bad Men; that all 
Things come alike to all; and that there 
is one Event both to the Righteous and the 
Wicked ; ſo that we can't poſhbly' be aſſurd 
of God's Love or Hatred to any one, by 
whatever he either ſuffers or enjoys upon 
Earth: Vet in reſpect of Nations and Fub- 
lick Societies of Men, the Matter is quite o- 
therwiſe; and the Reaſon is very plain, be- 


auſe Publick Bodies and Communities of, 
Nen, conſider d as ſuch, mult either be re- 
warded or puniſh'd in this Life, or not at all; 
for in the next World, that State which is 
after Death there is no ſuch thing as Na- 

tions, Societies and Publick Combinations, . 
in which Men are link'd and united together 
under ſo many ſeveral. Gavernments as there 
are here upon Earth: But inthe other World 
we ſhall all be independent one upon an- 
other, and God, the righteous and perfectly 
juſt Judge, will not then reward or A 1 
Nation as Nations, but every particular 
Perſon {hall give an exact Account for the 
Things which he himſelf has done, and ſhall 
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be rewarded or pugiſh” d according to the 


Goodneſs, or Wickedneſs of his own Doings. 
Hence we ſee that tho God, for ſome wiſe 
End of Providence or other, does generally 
let good. and bad Men fare alke i in this, Life; 
yet this is no Diſparagement to his Holineſs 
and Juſtice, becauſe there is a time to come, 
which he in his infinite Wiſdom knows to he 
abundantly more proper than this World, 
| 2 reward the one, and to -puniſh the other 


But becauſe there ; is no ſuch Time in 


. Nations and Publick Societies of Men 
can be better puniſh d or rewarded ; no, nor 
yet any time at all in which they can have the 

| 8 of their Doings, if it be not 
given them here upon Earth; becauſe in the 
next State they will totally be diſſolvd and 
Y for ever ceaſe to be: Therefore it ſeems to 
. | be, abſolutely neceſſary, for the Vindication - 
of Divine Juſtice, that vertuous and-religi- . 
ous Nations ſhould conſtantly and certainly 
de rewarded with Temporal Bleſſings, and 
that when the Iniquities of a People are: come 


to a head, and Prophaneneſs and Impiety be- 
come National, that then the Almighty 
ſhould ſcurge and plague em for their Sin. 


with : 


4 it 
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tales with the World, is ſufficiently 
to every one who has ferioully read the Sacred. 
Scriptures, where we conſtantly find the ſmi- 


the Children of Iſrael was always accord- 
ing to the vertuous or vicious Deportment 
. of: the Generality 


jy National Troubles and Common Cas. 
Method that God! 
evident- 


© Ame that this 4s the uſſial 


ling or frowning Providence of God towards 


of their Nation. And of 
this the Royal Pſalmiſt gives us a particular” | 
Relation, as: you may ſee in the 78th, and 
in the 105th Pſalm, where he reckohs up 
ſeveral 'Rebellions of the People againſt the 
Lord their King, and the Judgments where- 
with he afflicted them for the fame. When Ver- 
tue and _ did flouriſn and abound amongſt 
em, then Plenty and Proſperity was with- 
in their Borders too; but when ever Vice 
and Prophaneneſs became predominant, the. 
Wrath of the Lord was kindPd againſt them; © 
he was ſo highly diſpleas'd with their Do. 
kings, that be abhorr d his own Inheritance; 
He forſook even the Tabernacle of Shilob, * 

the Tent which he had placed amongſt Men, 

aud either by the Sword, by Famine, or 


by 


Dre gy Wome II- 8 


= I or - elſe by ſome other. National 
for their Fin. Nor did G0 


Affliction, Wege them 


exerciſe: 


he moſt certain! 


t- this Providence. towards his = *eople the: 
d. Jens, but bis Dealings were juſt the ſame 
i- {with other Nations too, as we are ſufficient- 


py. 
ws 0 * 


O11 00M 


Yd 
1 
— * „„ ' x 


"2 i" Bog , —\2> V3, CE. VE 1 Tf 


4 taught by the Examples of Edom and 
„ Tyr and Aria, Moab and Midi 
an, Canaan and Caldea, with many other 
es And tho God be not ty d 
to Precedents, yet from theſe . £ e 
ples we may with great Pro- 
bability ſuppoſe, that as in the kaes of old 
God always bleſs'd People while they were 
obedient to him, and followed them with his 
Judgments when they -rebelPd againſt him; 
ſo he will alſo deal with the World now : 
Becauſe: the reaſon of thoſe: Diſpenſations, 
as to the Main and Subſtance of them, feems 
to be perpetual, and founded in That which 


enn gever be chang d, even Divine Juſtice, 
7 whereby God i is, as it were, oblig'd to-vin- 


dee the: Honour and Holineſs of his Laws, 
and to give ſome Check to the over-flowing 
of Wickedaefs: ; fo that when ever Prophane-. 
neſs and Inceljgion is me national, n 
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1 ; People combines together againſt Heaven, | 
when Hand joyns in Hand to do wiekedly, 
then we may ſafely foretel, without the 87 

rit of Prophecy, that the overflowing g Seurge 
of Divine Vengeance is juſt at hand; that 

if there be not a general Reformation, "there © 
will ſhortly be a. general Affliction: For 
Publick Judgments are the Banks and Shores 
upon which God breaks the Inſoleney of | 

Sinners, and by which he puts a ſtop to their | 
proud Waves; he ſends National Troubles 
as the juſt Belert of National Wickedneſs. 
And does not deal with Publick Societies of 
Men as he does with fing le Perſons, defer | b 
the Recompence of their Doings! fill after 
Death; but he does conſtantly reward or 
puniſh National Piety or Prophaneneſs here | 
in this Life, this being the werf, Place 1 in 
Which it can poſſibly be donmue. 

And now if this be the coriftanit Method 
of Divine Providence, if this be the Courſe | 
which God abvays takes in Governing the 

World, as we have good feaſon to believe 
it is, then certainly the Inhabitants of Eng- 
land have Juft eauſe to ſear thàt the Death of 
King ham is n of 
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Heaven upon us, for our National Sinning; 
that becauſe of the Wickedneſs that abounds 
amongſt us, therefore the Crown of our 


1 | Head is fallen; the Man who was the Glo- 
ry and Ornament of our Land, that Good 


and Great Prinee, under whoſe Shadow we 
hop'Þto have: flouriſhed, and to have done 
great things, is taken away from us, becauſe 


fol our Sin and Rebellion againſt God. When 


we confider, that nothing but Sin can move 
the moſt High to puniſh a People, have we 
not great cauſe to be afraid that the Lord is 
angry with us, ſeeing he has depriv d us of our 


0 r | | King, that mighty Warrior, in a time when 


our implacable Enemies are making Prepa- 
rations of War againſt us? Does it not look 


rte as if Heaven was reſolv'd to give us over for 
in incorrigible Wretches, and was fully deter- 
mind to lay us waſte, ſeeing he has made 
ſo great a Breach in the Hedge that was 
round about us? How can we chuſe but 
think that the Day of God's Viſitation: is 


coming upon us, when we ſee that Wieked- 
neſs is become National; that Luxury, and 
Rioting, and Cliambering, and Wantonneſs, 
and Fride, and Oppreffion, does every- Where 
nl By Abound 3 
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abound ; and that Drunkenneſs, „Ling, Gur? 
fing, Swearing, and Sabbath-breaki ing, are 
frequently practie d by the Gene —— of the 
Land, notwithſtanding! all "= e very gogd 
Laws which have been made for the Hiſcou- 
ragement of Immorality and Prophaneneſs? 
If We do conſider thus of the Eulneſs of Ini. 
quity that 1s amongſt us, we hay great rea- 
ſon to fear, that the Harveſt is ripe, and fit for 
the Sickle; and that theſe things are a diſ- 
mal Symptom of our approaching Miſery; | 
and that the Death of: our King is but the | 
Beginning of Sorrow: And if it ſhould prove | 
ſo, we may thank our ſelves and our own | 
wicked Doings for t; if we are deliver d over | 
into the Hande of our Enemies, it is long of 
dur Sins, for it is Sin and nothing elſe that can 
move God to puniſh a Nation; and ſo far 
as any of us are ſinful, ſo far we are the oc: 
caſion of all Publick Calaniities that England 
ſuffers; ſo many crying Sins as any one of | 
us have added 20 the common Harz ſo 
much Sorrow / and ſo much Affliction he has 
brought upon Church and State. We may 
all therefore juſtly lament, and cry out with 
2 der ch in 1 Text, Vo * we 
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baue fine; for this is the procuring Cauſe 


of all the Trouble that we either feel or fear; 
it is for this that our Heart is faint; for 
theſe Things it is that our Eyes are dim. 
It is this, as we have juſt reaſon to fear, has 
brought upon us the great and ſurpriſing 
Loſs of our glorious Monarch, William the 


Third, the Reſtorer and Preſerver of our 


Religion and Liberties; and if we go on 
ſtill to do wickedly, we ſhall moſt certainly 
bring upon ourſelves and the Nation a 
worſe and à far greater Loſs; for as God 
has depriv' d us of our King, ſo. he will 
alſo ſtrip us of all thoſe Spiritual and Tem- 
al Bleſſings which now we enjoy: For as 
long as we are at Peace with Sin, we can 
tion of God againſt us; nay we are ex- 
preſly told in his holy Word, that the very 
Prayers of the Wicked, that is of ſuch as 


vd to continue ſo, are an Abominat ion 


are reſol 
to. the Lord, So that we may aſſure our- 
ſelves, that there is no Way left to prevent 
our own, and the Nation's Ruine, but 
only a true and a hearty 1 2 
And this brings me to the Third and 
2 69 Laſt 


1 


— — - 
— {OO * 
— — — — - _ 


- p * 

— 

— * 
—— — 


Pi . p . _—_—_ 
jo — o 2 — — — — . — —— . 0 3 
- = N 


— — — — 


. 
_—_— — = 


+ if q * 4 a4 « 
7 * wel; "Y A * 5 
* Y * + * 
2 n : 


—_ 
— * 3 
dy \ þ 
5 | 
* 
: 
= 


r 


Laft Thing that I propos d to ſpeak of z which is 


III. That the beſt Courſe which a People, 
periſh upon the account of their. Sins, ean 


to lament for the Wickedneſs they have committed, and 
truly to repent of it. Tho? this Particular be not 


as this Truth is imply d in the Text, ſo%is abundantly | 
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hy 


libly 3 


take, to prevent their impendent Ruine, is, heartily , 


expreſly contain'd in the Words of the Text, yet 
*tis fairly inferr'd from em; for if Sin be the Cauſe of 
all the Calamities which a Nation ſuffers, *tis without 
contradiction certain, that the Way to prevent Na- 
tional Puniſhment, is a General Reformation: Aud 


confirm'd, in expreſs Words in many other Places af 
the Bible, but eſpecially in the firſt C ner of 1/aiah, | 
where the Prophet tells the Jews, That tho? they were 
a finful Nation, a People laden with Iniquity, Children 
that were Corrupters, that had forfaken the Lord, 
that had provok'd him to Anger, and were gone away 
backward, that were ſo harden'd in Wickedneſs, 
that the more they were affficted, the more they 
revolted from God, and that too tho? for their Sin, 
their Country, was made deſolate, their Cities werę 
burnt. With Fire, and their Land in a manner totall 
fpoil'd ; pet, after all this, the Prophet told them, 1 
they would biit put away the Evil of their Poings, if 
they would ceaſe to do Wickedly, and learn to do well 
tho their Sins were as Scarlet, they ſhould be as white 
as Snow, and tho? they were gs Tua they ſhould 
be made às Wool; and after all their Sufferings, be 
made a happy Peopſe again. From whence it is fully 
dvident, that, tho? nothing hut Sin can move God vo 
#1; x 2 p.. 
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puniſh a Nation, yet the Deſign of his Judgment is 
not the Deſtruction, but the Reformation of Men; 
He will not conſume a Nation, nor wholly deprive 
them-of their Religion and Liberty , unleſs they are 
deaf to his Calls, and refufe to be teclaim'd and turn'd 
from their Wickedneſs, either by the Voice of his 
Love, or the Strokes of his Anger; he ſends his Judg- 
ments upon the Earth for this very purpoſe, that the 
4 Inhabitants: of the World may learn Righteouſneſs. 
f 7 And-therefore tho*'the Lord has grievoully ſmitten us, 
by taking away our King, yet he will ſurely turn this 
Judgment into Mercy and Kindneſs, if we will but 
repent and turn from our Sin and Wickedneſs: For 
the Lord is a (gracious and à merciful God, as he has 
ſſufficiently told us in his Sacred Word, and frequently 
prov'd by his Dealings with finful Men; a freſh In- 
ſtance of which the Inhabitants of theſe Kingdoms 
have now receiv*d, for tho? our Sins and Prophaneneſs 
ſcrys aloud? for: Vengeance, yet in the midſt of his 
Wrath he has remember d Mercy; and, tho“ he has 
taken from us one of the beſt Kings that ever ſat upon 
the Engliſh Throne, yet he has rais'd up a Princeſs in 
his ſtead; Who will. prove, as we have all reaſonable 
Ancouragement to believe, the Beſt of Queens; in 
tharifhe has told us upon her Royal Word, of- which 
ſhe aſſures the Nation ſhe will always be found a Strict 
and a Religious Obſerver, That it ſball be her conſtant 

| Endeavour: to Govern fur the Good of all her Subjects: 
ite And that no Pains nor Diligence ſhall ever be wanting o 
ber: Majeſty's part, to preſerve” and ſupport our Religion 
xd" Liberties, to maintain the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
Line, aud the "Government both in Churth and State, 
t i wow by LaneſtabliſW@d,” 4. gg 
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So that if we deſire ta he made a happy People, God 
has yet given us Hopes, and afforded us another Op- 
portunity to be made one; and, in truth, there is no- 
thing can hinder it, hut our on Sin and Wickedneſs, 
ſeeing; the Almighty: does never puniſh a Nation bus 
only for their Iniquiy: And therefore, if we would 
but be perſwaded to amend our Ways and our Doings, 
he would moſt infallibly turn away his fierce. Anger 
from us; and indeed this is the only ſure Courſe, we 
can Farbe revent our impendent Ruine. Let 
all of us therefore, if we have any Loyalty or Love 
for the Queen, whom God has ſet over us, or any Af. 
fection or Regard for Ourſelves and our Native Cou 
try, demonſtrate the: ſame in the Reformation of our 
Lives; Let us caft offitbe Works of Darkintff; and pub on 
the whole Armour of: Light For nothing but this. can | 
reſtore: us. to God's Favour, and ſecure. the Nation 
from Slavery and Ruine, we — a very ſinful Peo- 
ve 


ple, a People that: muſt needs be {everely puniſh'd; if 
there be not à General Reformation: For th Gd 
does frequently ſuffer the moſt grievous Sins of parti · 
cular Per ſons to go unpuniſti d here in this World, yet 
he does not deal ſo with ſinful Nations: But tho? he 


may deſer his 7 .— for a time, and give a f 
2 longer ſpace Repentance, tho he may dap fl 
t 


the Iniquities of a Nation be full, yer, ſooner or la- 

ter, unleſs they prevent it by a General Reformation, 

be will moſt certainly euecute his Vengeance upon 

Leu cherefſore, if we deſire that the Nation might 
= *fouriſh, and really wiſh that her moſt excellent M: 

doe, Queen Have, may long and profperouſly Rule 

W - . -Over us, caſt away our Sins, Which are the p 2 
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Cauſe of all the Miſeries, Afflictions and Calamities 

that can poſſibly befal either Church or State. But 

if we ſtill do wickedly, what can we expect, but that 

as God hath depriv*d us of our King, fo will he alſo 
plague us with a worſe Judgment next? Let every 

one of us therefore take care to amend one; for that 
Publick Reformation which is neceſſary to turn away 

the n of Heaven from us, and to prevail 

Ly 30d to 3 and prof} F the 8 of 

the Queen, is a at m by ticu- 

lar — And i none of us. be ſo — * 
think that the frequent drinking of her ray to | 
Health, or the carrouſing down Proſperity to the Na- 
tion, is a ſuſficient Proof of our Loyalty: For it is 
not theſe things, no, nor yet the Swearing that we 
are, true Church-men, or the wiſhing Damnation or 
Confuſion to our Foreign or Domeſtick Enemies, that 
will make us either good Subjects or true Lovers of 
gur Country; but they are the true Sons of the Church, 
and the belt Members of the State, who live up ts 
that pure, that holy and undefiled Religion which is 
profels'd amongſt us. It is Sin, and nothing elſe, that 
can bring down the Wrath of God upon the Land ; 
and it is Repentance.and a General Reformation, and 
nothing elſe that can make us a Nr and a hap- 
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tion; py People. And therefore tis a vain thing for any 

pony of us to imagine, that Mens Oaths how hearty they 

++ are for the Government, and what a great Eſteem 

ighty they have for the Church of England, as it is by Law 

lay eſtabliſh'd, or that their Damme's and bitter Impre- 

Rule cations againſt all thoſe whom they think are not ſtrict- 

wing I of their own Kidnies, is a ſufficient Proof of their 9 

aus Loyalty and Faithfulneſs to the Queen and Country. 
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out whoſs Diſpleaſure the French an 
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the Spaniards 


wrathful Indignation may be turned away from us, 
that the Loſs of the F e up in a long 
and proſperous Reign o our” gracjons Queen Anne; 
and that the 'Bleſſing' of the Lord may crown with 
Succeſs the Counſels and Undertakings that are flow 
on foot againſt the French Tyrant, the common Di- 
ſturber of the Peace of Europe; I fay, if we defire theſe 
things, let us then ariſe im the Fear of the Lord and ſet 
our He pa Brag to the Work, by ſubduing our Luft, 
which is the moſt likely Way to accompliſh. our De- 
fires in all things elſe. - Let us ſhew to the World, that 


we do in Truth and Reality wiſh. and endeavour the 


Defence of the Nation, and the Continuance of the Go- 
ſpel in its Purity amongſt tis, by repenting and forſa- 
king of Sin, which is the only procuting Cauſe of God's 
Wrath, and our Enemies Advantage over us, if ever 
rr THR SN 
Let us all be very careful to maintain Peace amongſt 
ourſelves, being aſfur'd, that Unity and Concord is the 
beſt Way to advance Religion, and to maintain the pre- 
ent Eftabliſhment againſt all Enemies and Oppoſers 
what ever; and the beſt Way to maintain Peace, is 
to differ as little as we can in Matters of Religion: But 
ſceing we can't all exactly agree in our Judgments, let 
us on all Sides prove our Sincerity to God, in not being 

rigidly and perverfly fer againſt each other ww 4 
"Om | ® 


are never able to hurt us. Let us therefore; that God's | 
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AﬀeQions. * And as we all hope to meet in Heaven at 
Ef, and expe there to be made eternally happy with 
God in Peace and Love, let us have no difference and 
falling out about the Way that leads thither: But let 
dur greateſt Contention, for the future, be, how we 
can out-do each other for the Publick Welfare; and 
ho can live moſt agreeable to the Rules of Chriſtiani- 
ty ; and who can bring forth the moſt eminent Fruits of 
Repentance. . Let us all ftrive who can do moſt to re- 
trieve the ancient Vertue of the Nation, and to re- 
ſtore true Piety and Holinefs amongſt vs, which does 
not conſiſt in idle Talk, but in real Effects, even in 
a fincete Love both to God and Man; in pious Devo- 
tion and Reverence towards the Divine Majeſty , in 
denying ourſelves of all Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
Luſt, and in living in every reſpect as it becomes the 
Gotpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I beſeech you, Brethren, by 
the Mercies and Judgments of God do thus; for this 
is the only Way to-reconcile the Almighty to us, and 
to put a Stop to the Courſe of his Anger, which is be- 
gun to break out againſt us; and to prevail with him, 
's. ho is able to bring Good out of Evil, to turn the: 
r Death of the King to the Advantage, and not the De- 
I ſtruction of theſe Nations. And this God will moſt 
t eertainly do, if we would but repent of our Sins and 
e amend our Lives; but if we ſtill go on in doing wick- 
— fedly, he will, after the loſs of our great and good King, 
s lend us a worſe and a far greater Loſs. So that Life: 
s. and Death is now ſet before us; Bleſſing and Curling 
t is now as it were put to our Choice, we may now | 
t huſe our own Fortune; and, if we are not wanting to: 
g ourſelves, we may, under the Influence of God's Grace. 
r fand Aſſiſtance, (which will never be wanting to ay 
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. . of a Woman. If we will but repent of our Sins, Exg- 
ww; aud ſhall yet be made Glorious, and be a Praiſe to God 


the Inhabitants of Exgland, and Scotand 0 Ireland may 
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good 20d lawful Bade be made at 
à proſperous: People. n 8 
Death; and, under the Government it 05 
our Enemies ſhall: ſoon be brought to. Conn 
Pride and Inſolency of France, to the greater Bias | 
of chat ambitious Prince, ſhall be cruſf'd in the Reign 


in the midſt of the Earth; for jt is Sin, an nothing 
ele, that can hurt us. Let us therefore of this Pariſh, | 
be all r ie ded, if we have any Love either for God, 
the Quee the Nation, or ourſelves, truly repent and 
2 our ah ag : Which, that not only we, but all 


be perſwaded alſo, 9 God Almighty grant, for the 
me his Nw our n Lord 0 Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
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